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8th  July,  1953. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Urban  District  Council. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  append  herewith  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for 
the  year  1952.  It  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Vital  statistics  were  again  satisfactory,  both  the  general  death  rate 
and  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  being  considerably  more  favourable 
than  those  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  birth  rate  was  again  slightly 
lower  than  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  falling  trend  since  1947 
continues. 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  much  less  than  in  1951, 
and  it  is  particularly  satisfactory  to  note  the  drop  in  figures  for  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  and  the  continued  low  incidence  of  food  poisoning.  Efforts 
in  the  field  of  public  health  can  generally  be  described  as  a  steady, 
unspectacular  pressure — usually  unremarked  by  those  not  intimate 
with  preventive  medicine,  and  it  is  often  only  after  several  years’  hard 
and  conscientious  work  that  statistics  illustrate  the  success  achieved. 
This  stage  happily  has  been  reached  in  recent  years  in  the  case  of  diph¬ 
theria — perhaps  evidence  points  now  to  the  beginning  of  further  gains 
in  other  fields. 


Unfortunately  it  was  again  necessary  to  use  the  powers  given  by 
Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  particulars  of  the 
case  are  in  the  Report. 


I  would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  Mr.  Rooley’s  usual 
efficient  carrying  out  of  the  work  of  the  department,  ably  seconded 
by  Mr.  Rixson,  and  also  the  excellent  work  of  all  other  members  of  the 
staff. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


M.  I.  OUTRAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 

Area  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6,219  acres 

Population  (mid  1952 — Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  16,970 

Population  (Census  1951)  . .  . .  . .  17,163 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  December,  1952)  5,149 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1952)  . .  . .  ^171,671 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (31st  March,  1952)  . .  ;£696 

Vital  Statistics 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  civilian 

population  . .  . .  . .  . .  13.8 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales  . .  15.3 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  civilian 

population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8.9 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  for  England  and  Wales . .  . .  11.3 

Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  . .  16.7 

Infantile  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Death-rate  per  1,000  live  births  ..  ..  ..  21.3 

Death-rate  per  1,000  live  births  for  England  and  Wales  27.6 


Births 


1952 

Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

124 

7 

98 

6 

222 

13 

3 

1 

4 

TOTAL 

131 

104 

235 

3 

1 

4 

Deaths — Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  System 

2 

0 

2 

Tuberculosis — other  forms 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer — all  forms  and  other  malignant 
neoplasms 

11 

17 

28 

Leukaemia  .  . 

0 

0 

0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

7 

11 

18 

Heart  Diseases 

25 

30 

55 

Other  Circulatory  disease 

5 

4 

9 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

0 

4 

Bronchitis 

1 

0 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

2 

4 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

4 


Deaths — Causes,  continued 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

2 

0 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

0 

2 

Congenital  Malformation 

0 

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Accidents 

1 

0 

1 

Suicide 

2 

0 

.  2 

Other  causes.  . 

6 

8 

14 

Totals 

73 

78 

151 

Note.  No  deaths  occurred  from  Measles,  Diabetes,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria. 


The  following  tables  shew  details  of  statistics  for  the  years  since 
the  formation  of  the  Urban  District  in  1934. 

1.  Population,  Rateable  Value,  etc. 


Number  of 

Rateable 

Population 

Year 

Inhabited 

Value  at 

(mid-year) 

Houses 

31st  March 

£ 

1921  (Census) 

— 

— 

3135 

1931  (Census) 

— 

— 

5720 

1934 

2900 

86,007 

8570 

1935 

3240 

97,399 

9390 

1936 

3592 

105,617 

10130, 

1937 

4001 

117,166 

11160 

1938 

4392 

128,971 

12010 

1939 

4290 

140,208  ' 

13090 

1940 

4429 

149,456 

13660 

1941 

4429 

150,369 

14850 

1942 

4429 

153,210 

14660 

1943 

4431 

152,572 

14290 

1944 

4432 

152,896 

14190 

1945 

4432 

153,286 

14270 

1946 

4554 

152,792 

15350 

1947 

4724 

157,834 

16120 

1948 

4837 

162,743 

16340 

1949 

5006 

163,376 

16540 

1950 

5028 

168,364 

16660 

1951 

5074 

169,444 

r  16800  (Estimate) 
\l7163  (Census) 

1952 

5149 

171,671 

16970 

2/ 
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2.  Death  Rate,  Birth  Rate,  etc. 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile  Mortality 
Rate 

1934 

8-1 

140 

56  0 

1935 

5-4 

14-2 

36-6 

1936 

9-5 

15-7 

37-7 

1937 

7-5 

17-7 

55  0 

1938 

6-6 

16-3 

46  0 

1939 

9-2 

17-8 

370 

1940 

10-4 

17-6 

33  0 

1941 

* 

♦ 

♦ 

1942 

9-9 

171 

23-9 

1943 

9-7 

17-4 

161 

1944 

8-9 

20-6 

30-8 

1945 

10-4 

15-4 

36-4 

1946 

8-7 

18-4 

141 

1947 

8-9 

190 

32-6 

1948 

7-8 

17-7 

6-9 

1949 

7-8 

15-3 

15-9 

1950 

8-4 

15-2 

19-8 

1951 

9-8 

14-6 

24-5 

1952 

8-9 

13-8 

21-3 

*  Figures  not  available. 

Section  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Officers 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ..  M.  1.  Outran,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  . .  J.  H.  Rooley,  M.R.  San. I.,  etc. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  . .  R.  W.  Rixson,  M.R.San.I., 

M.S.I.A. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

As  in  previous  years,  the  laboratory  work  of  the  Council  was  dealt 
with  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  usually  at  the  Hertford 
or  Colindale  Laboratories. 

The  specimens  submitted  by  the  Public  Health  Department  were  : 

Milk  Samples  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  118 

Swimming  Pool  Water  Samples  .  .  . .  . .  13 

Ice-Cream  Samples  (including  one  sample  of  ice-cream 

powder). .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  183 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  operated  by  the  Middlesex  County 
Council,  and  until  this  year  vehicles  were  kept  at  various  stations 
throughout  the  County,  including  the  Fire  and  Ambulance  Station, 
Mutton  Lane,  in  this  district.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  however, 
the  County  Council  decided  to  withdraw  the  locally-stationed  vehicles 
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so  that  all  ambulance  needs  had  to  be  met  from  outside  the  district. 
Following  strong  protests  from  this  Council  a  vehicle  was  again  operated 
from  Mutton  Lane,  but  this  proved  to  be  for  a  short  period  only,  since 
the  County  Council,  after  additional  investigation,  again  withdrew 
the  local  vehicle. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

Miss  Flower,  of  20  Aberdale  Gardens,  and  Miss  Palmer,  of  1 
Frowy'ke  Crescent,  South  Mimms,  are  registered  midwives;  Mrs. 
Davidson  and  Mrs.  Godfrey,  of  255  Mutton  Lane,  are  Queen’s  Nursing 
Sisters. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

There  are  two  clinics — one  at  the  Village  Hall,  High  Street, 
Potters  Bar,  and  one  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  Mutton  Lane.  Both 
these  centres  are  under  the  control  of  the  Area  Health  Committee 
and  give  facilities  for  ante-natal,  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  dental 
services. 

(e)  Hospitals 

There  are  three  hospitals  within  the  district — Potters  Bar  and 
District  Hospital,  Mutton  Lane,  the  Clare  Hall  Hospital  at  South 
Mimms  and  the  Pawling  Home  for  Children  at  Kitts  End.  The  first 
two  are  controlled  by  the  Barnet  Group  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  which  require  removal  to  hospital 
are  normally  sent  to  Coppett’s  Road  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  Chest  Clinic  for  the  Potters  Bar  area  is  held  at  Clare  Hall. 

Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Barnet  District  Water  Company, 
and  all  houses  have  a  mains  supply.  Samples  from  the  district’s  mains 
were  submitted  regularly  for  examination  to  independent  analysts. 
Sixty  samples  were  examined  bacteriologically  and  31  chemically, 
and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

In  addition,  1654  (199  chemical  and  1455  bacteriological)  were 
examined  in  the  Company’s  laboratory.  Of  this  total,  1240  were 
representative  of  supply,  and  of  these  1223,  or  98.6%,  were  found  to  be 
free  from  B.  Coli  in  100  m.l. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports  : — 

“  The  soil  and  surface  water  sewerage  systems  in  the 
district  have  presented  no  problems  during  the  past  year. 
Routine  inspection  and  maintenance  have  again  prevented 
any  flooding  worth  mentioning.  Both  the  Potters  Bar  and 
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South  Mimms  Disposal  Works  have  operated  satisfactorily, 
due  to  care  being  taken  in  their  operation  and  maintenance. 
An  ever  increasing  strain,  however,  is  being  felt  by  reason 
of  the  mounting  housing  development.” 

Public  Cleansing 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  the  Council  reports  : — 

“  Within  the  terms  of  the  Council’s  Contract,  refuse 
collection  has  again  been  satisfactory.  It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Potters  Bar  it  has 
become  necessary  for  the  refuse  to  be  taken  outside  the  district 
for  disposal.  Owing  to  the  filling  up  of  the  existing  refuse  tip, 
it  was  necessary  to  amend  the  Council’s  contract,  and,  as  from 
May,  1952,  all  refuse  has  been  taken  to  Cole  Green  for  disposal 
in  private  tips. 

The  collection  of  waste  had  to  be  abandoned  in 
June,  1952,  owing  to  there  being  no  market  for  the  paper 
collected. 

The  scheme  for  kitchen  waste  collection  was  continued 
and  was  operated  with  a  minimum  of  complaints  from 
residents.” 

Swimming  Pool 

During  1952  arrangements  were  continued  for  the  San  Marina 
Swimming  Pool  to  be  regularly  used  by  parties  of  school  children 
from  Middlesex  and  Hertfordshire  schools.  Supervision  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  was  maintained,  and  during  the  season  of  use  13  samples  of  the 
pool  water  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 

In  accordance  with  Section  128  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  particu¬ 
lars  of  factories  and  action  taken  under  the  Acts  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service.  Extracts  from  the 
report  are  ; — 

(a)  Inspections 

105  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  the  63  premises  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Acts.  In  10  premises  defects  in  connection 
with  sanitary  conveniences  were  found,  and  these  were  remedied,  in 
2  cases  after  service  of  written  notices. 

(b)  Outworkers 

Employers’  Lists  submitted  showed  that  there  were  97  premises 
where  homework  was  carried  on.  133  Inspections  were  made. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
Section  47 

Mrs.  ‘X,’  a  widow  of  73,  and  suffering  from  Polyarthritis,  lived 
alone  in  part  of  a  house.  Because  of  her  condition  she  spent  most  of 
her  time  in  bed  and  was  unable  to  get  about  sufficiently  to  care  for 
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herself.  Some  assistance  was  given  by  a  relative,  but  her  condition 
gradually  deteriorated  and  her  Doctor  recommended  that  she  should 
be  removed  to  hospital  without  delay.  Mrs.  ‘  X’  refused  to  go  voluntarily 
and  application  to  Barnet  Magistrates’  Court  was  therefore  made  for  a 
Removal  Order  under  Section  47  of  the  1948  Act  and  Section  I  of  the 
Amendment  Act  of  1951.  At  the  expiry  of  this  Order,  application  for 
renewal  under  Section  47  was  made  and  a  further  Order  obtained. 

Mrs.  ‘X’  was  visited  whilst  in  hospital  and  found  to  be  reasonably 
happy  and  it  was  reported  that  her  general  condition  was  improving. 
Unfortunately,  after  being  in  hospital  for  about  a  month,  Mrs.  ‘X’ 
died  suddenly. 

Section  D — Housing 

(See  page  12  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 

Section  E — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(See  page  13  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 


Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  notifiable  diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
1952  were  : — 


Disease 

Cases  Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  hospital 

Total  deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

3 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

21 

0 

0 

Measles 

164 

0 

0 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

9 

4 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
(non-paralytic) 

1 

1 

0 

Acute  Encephalitis 
(Infective) 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

0 

TOTALS 

218 

11 

2 

No  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Diphtheria,  Enteric  Fever, 
or  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  occurred. 


The  following  figures  shew  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases 
since  1934  ; 
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Year 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough 

1934 

35 

7 

0 

_ * 

_ ♦ 

1935 

5 

12 

0 

_ ♦ 

_ ♦ 

1936 

13 

5 

0 

_ * 

_ ♦ 

1937 

11 

6 

2 

_ ♦ 

_ * 

1938 

20 

4 

1 

_ * 

_ ♦ 

1939 

14 

7 

3 

1* 

3* 

1940 

21 

12 

0 

17* 

4* 

1941 

23 

4 

0 

271 

137 

1942 

53 

4 

3 

194 

132 

1943 

35 

0 

0 

280 

51 

1944 

10 

0 

0 

23 

76 

1945 

14 

0 

0 

287 

22 

1946 

36 

1 

8 

104 

44 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

51 

58 

1948 

17 

0 

1 

108 

57 

1949 

11 

0 

1 

278 

43 

1950 

44 

0 

8 

306 

144 

1951 

15 

0 

3 

179 

67 

1952 

17 

0 

1 

164 

21 

*  Notification  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  not  compulsory. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Area  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  he  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  figures  relating  to  Potters 
Bar  children. 

Number  of  children  immunised  against 

Diphtheria  during  1952  ..  190 

Number  of  children  who  received  re¬ 
inforcing  injections  during  1952  773 

During  the  year  an  intensive  campaign  to  encourage  children 
to  have  the  reinforcing,  or  “  boost  ”  injections,  was  carried  out  in  the 
schools. 


TUBERCULOSIS— 1952 


Ne 

w  Cases 

E 

)eaths 

Age 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

Periods 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

over  65 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1952 

4 

7 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1951 

6 

6 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 
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The  number  of  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  and  end  of  the  year  are  shewn  in  the  following  table,  as  the 
foregoing  gives  no  indication  of  inward  and  outward  transfers,  or  of 
persons  cured. 


1952 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Total 

Total  on  register  at 
commencement  of 
year 

57 

63 

120 

8 

5 

13 

133 

Total  on  register  at 
end  of  year 

62 

66 

128 

7 

6 

13 

141 

ANALYSIS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES— 1952 


Diseases 

0-5 

5-15 

15-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1951 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

11 

3 

_ 

_ 

17 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

11 

— 

— 

— 

21 

67 

Measles 

61 

100 

3 

— 

— 

164 

179 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

(primary  or  influenzal) 

— 

1 

1 

6 

1 

9 

17 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

•  — 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 

Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

/  3 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

\  ^ 

Acute  Encephalitis — 

Infective 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Post-Infectious 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

21 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

TOTALS 

74 

124 

13 

6 

1 

218 

328 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1952. 

Following  the  success  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Exhibition  held  in  1951 
and  referred  to  in  last  year’s  Report,  it  is  disappointing  that  the  interest 
then  created  has  not  been  maintained  by  the  Food  Traders  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  No  action  was  taken  by  them  to  revive  the  activities  of  the  Potters 
Bar  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild,  and  the  view  expressed  by  other 
authorities  that  such  Guilds  are  not  always  the  boon  they  at  first  appear 
seems  to  be  supported  by  the  experience  in  this  district.  Nevertheless, 
the  department’s  efforts  in  the  field  of  food  hygiene  continued  unabated, 
and  the  regular  visiting  of  food  premises,  creating  opportunities  for 
personal  discussion  with  management  and  employees  alike,  can  achieve  a 
steady,  if  slow,  progress  to  a  higher  standard  of  food  handling.  This  is 
perhaps  illustrated  by  the  improvements  shown  in  the  standard  of  ice¬ 
cream  samples  during  the  last  few  years.  The  excellent  results  obtained 
in  1951  have  been  maintained  and  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  it  was  possible  to  give  more 
attention  to  the  various  factories  in  the  district,  more  inspections  were 
carried  out  and  more  defects  remedied.  It  will  also  be  seen  from  the 
tables  at  the  end  of  the  report  that  two  premises  were  connected  for  the 
first  time  to  the  water  mains  and  sewer,  and  these  were  both  shops. 

Once  more  rehousing  work  occupied  much  time,  and  although, 
as  stated  later,  no  statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  was  taken, 
informal  negotiations  were  proceeding  with  several  property  owners 
for  the  voluntary  demolition  of  unfit  houses,  the  occupiers  of  which  are 
to  be  offered  alternative  accommodation  by  the  Council. 

I  would  like  to  add  my  thanks  to  those  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  all  members  of  the  department  for  their  efficient  service 
and  loyal  support  at  all  times. 

I  remain.  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  ROOLEY. 


HOUSING 

During  1952,  20  houses  and  4  Aged  Persons’  Cottages  were 
completed  on  the  second  part  of  the  Oakmere  Estate.  This  is  the 
lowest  number  of  new  dwellings  completed  in  any  year  since  1945. 
Six  properties  were  released  from  requisitioning,  and  since  the  occupants 
had  to  be  given  alternative  accommodation  the  number  of  applicants 
housed  from  the  ordinary  waiting  list  was  small.  Once  more,  how¬ 
ever,  several  transfers  (26)  were  effected,  and  this  policy  satisfied  the 
needs  of  many  other  families. 

The  Halfway  House  accommodation  was  put  to  full  use,  both  for 
local  families  and  for  those  of  other  authorities  without  emergency 
accommodation.  Conditions  at  The  Walk  Hostel  became  worse,  and 
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eventually  the  Ministry  agreed  to  these  premises  being  vacated  and 
released  from  requisition. 

In  July  another  revision  of  the  waiting  list  was  carried  out  and 
about  160  families  were  removed  from  the  list.  In  spite  of  this,  how¬ 
ever,  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  464  outstanding  applications 
on  the  ordinary  list  plus  80  for  Aged  Persons’  Cottages.  The  largest 
groups  of  applicants  were  again  those  of  the  small  families — married 
couples  without  children  (182)  and  with  one  child  only  (131).  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  carefully  to  reconsider  the 
provisions  of  the  Points  Scheme,  but  only  a  few  minor  alterations  were 
made  to  the  Scheme  itself,  although  two  important  conditions  were 
added  to  the  Scheme.  One  was  to  allow  persons  having  previous 
residence  in  the  district  (at  least  10  years)  to  be  accepted  on  the  waiting 
list,  and  the  other  was  introduced  to  prevent  any  applicant  being  offered 
accommodation  within  2  years  of  the  receipt  of  the  application. 

Routine  work  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  continued 
during  the  year  and  defects  at  several  houses  were  remedied.  In  no 
case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  Statutory  Notice. 

Very  few  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding  were  noted. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Supply 

During  1952,  118  samples  of  the  various  designated  milks  were 
taken  from  retailers  trading  in  the  district.  All  but  3  satisfied  the 
prescribed  tests,  and  in  the  case  of  2  of  the  failures  (pasteurised  milk) 
investigations  were  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Middlesex  County 
Council  at  the  pasteurising  plant.  These  did  not  reveal,  however, 
any  cause  for  the  failures,  and  in  view  of  the  satisfactory  records  of  the 
working  of  the  plant  it  was  concluded  that  there  may  have  been  some 
technical  defect  at  the  laboratory  when  examining  the  samples.  “  Re¬ 
peat  ”  samples  taken,  both  by  this  Authority  and  the  Middlesex 
County  Council,  were  quite  satisfactory. 

There  were  8  Dealers’  and  10  Supplementary  licences  to  sell 
designated  milks  in  force  in  1952. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods 

The  year  1952  did  not  see  any  revival  of  the  activities  of  the 
Potters  Bar  Hygienic  Food  Traders’  Guild,  and,  therefore,  during 
the  period  under  review  this  organisation  fulfilled  no  useful  purpose 
in  the  field  of  food  hygiene.  This  did  not  mean,  however,  a  cessation 
of  activities  towards  attaining  a  cleaner  food  service  to  the  public. 
The  routine  inspection  of  food  establishments  continued  throughout 
the  year,  and  the  education  of  those  engaged  in  the  trade  was  pursued, 
although  no  organised  courses  of  instruction  were  held. 

Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  toxic  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
The  causal  organism  and  food  responsible  were  not  established.  The 
patient  recovered. 
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Food  Premises 

Duties  in  connection  with  the  routine  inspection  of  food  establish¬ 
ments  and  vehicles  continued  throughout  the  year,  and  424  inspections 
and  reinspections  were  made.  These  visits  are  classified  below  : — 


Type  of  premises  Visits 

Cafes,  licensed  premises  and  industrial  canteens  .  .  .  .  173 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  32 

Dairies  and  other  milk  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Butcher’s  shops  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  26 

Ice-cream  manufacturers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Other  food  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  135 

Street  vendors,  hawkers,  etc.  .  .  . .  . .  . .  38 


424 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  recorded  improvements  effected 
at  food  premises  as  a  result  of  these  visits. 

Number  of  Premises 


Hot  water  supplies  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Lighting  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  refaced  .  .  .  .  . .  11 

Sinks  provided,  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Double  sink  units  installed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Lobbies  to  sanitary  conveniences  ventilated  .  .  .  .  2 

Refrigerators  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Separate  washing  facilities  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Preparation  rooms  cleansed  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  5 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

(c)  Ice-Cream 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  2  premises  in  which  ice-cream 
was  manufactured.  Both  employed  the  “  Heat  Treated  ”  process. 

Three  new  applications  for  registration  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
ice-cream  were  approved  during  1952,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  34  premises  registered,  although  only  26  of  these  were  at  the 
time  retailing  ice-cream. 

As  in  previous  years  samples  of  ice-cream  taken  in  the  district 
were  submitted  to  the  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Colindale, 
where  they  were  subjected  to  the  prescribed  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

During  the  year,  182  samples  of  ice-cream  and  1  sample  of  ice¬ 
cream  powder  were  submitted  for  analysis  with  the  following  results  : — 


r  Grade  1 

. .  92"! 

Satisfactory  < 

M60  or  88% 

l^Grade  2 

. .  68  J 

r Grade  3 

..  18] 

Unsatisfactory  < 

>  22  or  12% 

I^Grade  4 

..  4j 
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The  sample  of  ice-cream  powder  was  satisfactory. 

This  ice-cream  represented  the  product  of  11  different  manu¬ 
facturers,  9  of  whom  were  outside  of  Potters  Bar. 

Below  will  be  found  comparative  figures  for  the  four  years  1949/ 

1952 

Comparative  figures  for  1949/52 

All  manufacturers  1952  1951  1950 


Satisfactory  : 
Grade  1  ' 


Unsatisfactory  : 


Grade  3 

10%' 

Grade  4 

2%, 

Local  manufacturers  on 

Satisfactory 

I 

Grade  1 

50% 

Grade  2 

33% 

Unsatisfactory  : 

Grade  3 

17% 

Grade  4 

Total 

0% 

1  69%] 

1  50%] 

1  24%] 

^88% 

^90% 

^75% 

1  21%J 

1  25%J 

1  40%J 

1 

1  13%] 

1 

M2% 

M0% 

^25% 

I  4%J 

1  12%J 

1  19%J 

Samples  >  182 
taken  J 


173 

NOTES 


185 


1949 


^64% 


36% 


1  50%] 

1  62%] 

1  43%] 

^83% 

^78% 

1  28%J 

1  23%  J 

1  30%J 

1  16%] 

1  12%] 

1  20%] 

M7% 

k2% 

M5% 

1  6%J 

1  3%J 

1  7%J 

73% 


^27% 


135 


From  the  foregoing  figures  it  will  be  observed  that  the  gradual 
improvement  effected  during  the  previous  years  was  maintained  in  1952. 

Of  the  22  unsatisfactory  samples  taken,  9  were  of  pre-packed  ice¬ 
cream  and  13  taken  from  bulk,  or  termed  “  loose  ”  ice-cream.  These 
samples  came  from  12  different  vendors  and  represented  the  product  of 
6  manufacturers. 

It  was  felt  that  the  reason  for  the  low  grading  of  several  of  the 
samples  of  bulk  or  loose  ice-cream  was  due  to  contamination  of  the 
cream  by  the  servers,  despite  the  fact  that  frequent  advice  was  given 
on  the  care  of  these  instruments. 

Three  more  vendors,  who  had  previously  experienced  unsatis¬ 
factory  results,  changed  their  suppliers. 

(d)  Unsound  Food 

The  table  following  shews  the  food  which  was  examined  and 
found  to  be  unfit  during  the  year.  Quantities  are  rather  less  than  for 
previous  years. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD— 1952 


Tinned  Ham  .  . 

27  lbs. 

Fish 

3  stone 

Dried  Fruit 

37|  lbs. 

Tinned  Vegetables  and  Fruit 

33  tins 

Tinned  Fish  and  Meat 

16  tins 

Jams  and  Preserves 

4  lbs. 

Pork  Sausages 

31  lbs. 

Tinned  Milk  .  . 

6  tins 

Cheese 

14  lbs. 

English  Mutton 

32  lbs. 

English  Beef 

.  .  120|  lbs. 

English  Pork  .  . 

8  lbs. 

Offal 

5i  lbs. 

Veal  .  .  . 

6  lbs. 

Imported  Mutton 

1  lb. 

RODENT  CONTROL,  1952 

During  the  year  under  review  the  number  of  infestations  notified 
was  rather  less  than  in  1951,  but  the  number  of  primary  surveys  and 
inspections  made  as  a  routine  measure  or  associated  with  complaints 
showed  an  increase. 

Although  for  the  most  part  infestations  of  private  gardens  and 
their  outbuildings  continued  to  predominate,  occasion  did  arise  when  a 
surface  infestation  was  traced  to  drainage  defects  and  a  minor  sewer 
infestation.  As  a  result  of  this  investigation  a  treatment  was  given  to  a 
very  small  infestation  in  a  group  of  4  sewers.  On  another  occasion  a 
sewer  was  test-baited  as  a  result  of  a  surface  infestation  but  found  to  be 
not  infested. 

Below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  department 
during  1952  : — 

Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a  result  of 

(a)  notification  .  .  .  .  70 

or(b)  otherwise  ..  ..  55  - 125 

Total  number  of  surveys  and  reinspections  carried  out  : 

(a)  by  Sanitary  Officers  ..  212 

(b)  by  Rodent  Operative  .  .  740  - 952 

Number  of  premises  treated  (including  the 

completion  of  those  from  1951)  Rats  Mice  Total 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  ..  64  13  77 

(b)  by  Occupiers  .  .  .  .  1  —  1 

65  13  78 


Number  of  premises  inspected  but  found  to  be  not  infested  .  .  49 
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The  details  below  show  the  types  of  infestation  dealt  with  : — 

Rats  Mice  Total 


Dwelling  houses 

Garden  infestations  (including  out-buildings) 
Agricultural  property  .  . 

Sewers  and  drains 
^Council’s  Refuse  Tip 
t  Sewage  Works 
Schools  (including  canteens) 

Hospitals  .  . 

Other  premises 


3  7  10 

45  —  45 

1  —  1 

4—4 
1  —  1 

2—2 
—  22 

—  22 

9  2  11 


65  13  78 


*The  Council’s  Refuse  Tip  was  treated  on  3  occasions. 

I  The  Sewage  Works  were  treated  on  4  occasions. 

Details  of  action  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949  :— 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  in  respect  of : 

(a)  Treatments  .'.  . .  . .  14 

(b)  Structural  work  (proofing)  ..  2  - 16 

Note  :  All  these  notices  were  given  verbally. 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Legal  proceedings  instituted  .  .  .  .  Nil 


DISINFECTIONS 

Disinfections  of  premises  and/or  effects  were  carried  out  as  under  : 


After  Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

After  suspected  Poliomyelitis  . .  . .  .  .  . .  5 

After  Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

After  Tuberculosis  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

After  Cancer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

After  Chicken  Pox  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

After  Measles  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  32 


Disinfestations 

The  following  disinfestations  were  done  : 

Wood  Beetle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  premises 

Carpet  Beetle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  ,, 

Cockroaches  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  ,, 

In  addition  to  the  above,  10  wasps’  nests  were  destroyed. 
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TABLE  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS  MADE 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  .  .  800 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  49 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  .  .  492 

Visits  and  inspections  under  the  Factories  Act  and  Petroleum 

Act  ...  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ..Ill 

Shops  Act  visits  and  inspections  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  18 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  35 

Visits  and  inspections  re  Rodent  Control  (by  Sanitary  Officers)  .  .  212 

Administrative  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  139 

Rehousing  visits,  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  286 

Civil  Defence  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 


Total  visits  and  inspections  .  .  .  .  2310 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS 
EFFECTED  DURING  1952 

Water  Supply  and  Fittings  Number  of  Premises 


Piped  main  supplies  provided  for  the  first  time  .  .  .  .  2 

Services  repaired,  renewed  or  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Storage  cisterns  repaired,  renewed,  cleansed  or  covered  .  .  — 

Drainage 

Existing  premises  connected  to  L.A.  sewers  for  the  first  time  .  .  1 

Existing  premises  provided  with  water-carriage  drainage  systems 

to  septic  tanks  and  filters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Drains  relaid,  repaired  or  improved  . .  .  .  .  .  13 

Drains  unstopped  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Eaves-gutters  and  down  pipes  repaired,  renewed  or  unstopped  .  .  5 

Sinks  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

New  W.C.’s  provided  or  substituted  for  earth  Closets  .  .  5 

W.C.’s  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Flushing  cisterns  and/or  flushpipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  1 

Ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Cleanliness  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Lighting  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Urinals  rebuilt,  repaired  or  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Miscellaneous  Repairs  or  Improvements 

Roofs  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Damp-proof  courses  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Underfloor  ventilation,  provided  or  improved  .  .  .  .  2 

External  brickwork  repaired,  rendered,  pointed,  etc.  .  .  5 

Yard  paving  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 
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Number  of  Premises 


Miscellaneous  Repairs,  &c.,  contd. 

Baths  provided.  . 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Stoves,  ranges  and  firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  4 

Domestic  food  stores  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Staircase  handrails  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Lighting  and  ventilation  provided  or  improved  . .  .  .  — 

Disinfestation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Domestic  cleansing  enforced  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  — 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals  remedied  .  .  .  .  1 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  or  rendered  innocuous  . .  — 

Sundry  repairs  and  improvements  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Rat  proofing  carried  out  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Food  Premises 

Hot  water  supplies  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Ventilation  improved  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  2 

Lighting  improved  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  3 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  or  refaced  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Sinks  provided,  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Double  sink  units  installed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Lobbies  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  ventilated  .  .  .  .  2 

Preparation  rooms  cleansed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Miscellaneous  repairs  or  improvements  . .  .  .  .  .  8 

Refrigerators  provided  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Separate  washing  facilities  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

DETAILS  OF  FORMAL  AND  INFORMAL  ACTION 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  verbal  notices  were 

given  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49 

Number  of  premises  where  improvements  were  effected  following 

verbal  notices  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Informal  Notices  were 

served  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 

Number  of  premises  where  improvements  were  effected  following 

service  of  Informal  Notices  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  Statutory  Notices  were 

served  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

Number  of  premises  where  improvements  were  effected  following 

service  of  Statutory  Notices  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 
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